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Honors English I 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Honors English I is designed for students who are passionate about English and who have demonstrated 

exceptional ability and motivation in previous English classes. Students are required to work with an 

accelerated pace and scope and to become increasingly independent and responsible for their own learning. This 

course advances grammar, mechanics, and usage skills, essential writing skills, critical thinking skills, and 

reading skills to promote success in future English study. Writing instruction explores personal narration, 

character analysis, research, persuasion, and analytical styles of writing. The reading list extends from 

contemporary, thematically-accessible works, to structurally more complex and demanding literature. 
 

During the summer you are required to read Their Eyes Were Watching God, and complete the following 
assignments.  All assignments will be collected on the first day of school. Late assignments will not be 
accepted and may lead to removal from the course.  
 

Their Eyes Were Watching God 
Hurston, Zora N. Their Eyes Were Watching God: A Novel. New York: Perennial Library, 1990. Print.  
 

Assignment 1: Summer Reading Text Annotation. Annotate while reading; refer to “The User’s Guide to 
Annotating” for clarification (attached—page 3). Annotations will be graded. 8-10 annotations are required per 
chapter. Your books will be collected on the first day of school.  Post-it notes may be used in library books.  
 
A thorough understanding of the text and in-depth analytical annotations are required.  Our first unit begins 
with a comprehensive exam on Their Eyes Were Watching God and continues with discussion and essay writing 
using the novel as a focus text.  Strong annotations are an essential part of these introductory assignments.  
 
While annotating, pay special attention to:  

 Dialect (the way characters speak) 

 Symbols 
o The horizon 
o The pear tree 
o Hair 
o Checkers 
o The Mule 
o The Hurricane  

 Power & Control  

 Love 

 Gender Roles 

 Independence 

 Race & Racism  

 Judgment & Jealousy  

 Religion  
 

Assignment 2: Original Piece for Scholastic Writing Contest   Select one of the Scholastic Writing Contest 

categories listed below and write an original draft.  A typed and complete draft is due on the first day of class. During the 

first marking period we will use a workshop process to revise and refine the pieces. These pieces may be submitted to the 

Scholastic Writing Contest. Work and writing from previous English classes will not be accepted and will result in a 

discipline referral and/or removal from the course.  
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Scholastic Writing Categories 

 

Dramatic Script 

Category Description 

Writing that uses dialogue, action and stage direction to tell a story, including scripts for television, film, or stage. 

Special Instructions 

Maximum 25 pages. 

Excerpts can be submitted. 

 

Flash Fiction 

Category Description 

A highly-focused story characterized by its brevity. A short form of storytelling. 

Special Instructions 

Maximum 1,000 words. 

Please note word length for Flash Fiction compared to Short Story. Stories in which humor or science fiction/fantasy are 

key elements should be submitted in those respective categories. 

 

Humor 

Category Description 

Writing that uses satire, parody or humorous anecdote. 

500 – 3,000 words. 

Work in any genre in which humor is the key element should be submitted in this category. 

 

Poetry 
Category Description  

Writing in verse. May include but is not limited to prose poetry, free verse, formal poetry, song lyrics, and spoken word.  

4-5 poems required 

Total word count approximately 200 words (the sum of all 4-5 poems)  

 

Short Story 

Category Description 

A fictional narrative written in prose. 

Special Instructions 

1,000–3,000 words. 

Please note word length limits for Flash Fiction compared to Short Story. 
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The User’s Guide to Annotating 

As you work with your text, consider all of the ways that you can connect with what you are reading. Here are some 

suggestions that will help you with your annotations: 

 

 Highlight, circle, underline key information 

 Take notes in the margins of the book 

 Define and words or slang that you do not know; make the words real with examples from your experiences; 

explore why the author would have used a particular word or phrase. 

 Keep a list of key information with page numbers on the front cover 

 Make connections to other texts you have read or seen, including: 

 Movies 

 Comic books/graphic novels 

 News events 

 Other books, stories, plays, songs, or poems 

 Re-write, paraphrase, or summarize a particularly difficult passage or moment. 

 Make meaningful connections to your own life experiences. 

 Describe a new perspective you may now have. 

 Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs that are used throughout the novel. 

 Offer an analysis or interpretation of what is happening in the novel. 

 Point out and discuss literary techniques that the author is using. 

 Write a one paragraph summary after each chapter. 

 Re-name each chapter with a unique title that fits the chapter’s main theme.  

 

What is the difference between annotation and note-taking? 

 Annotation requires critical thinking  

 Involves writing in the book 

 Engages the author in conversation 

 Questions and clarifies main points 

 

What Can Help Me Annotate? 

 Post-it notes (Do not write in the library books!) 

 Highlighter 

 Pencil  or pen(for writing marginal notes) 

 Page markers  

 A book   

 

Why Annotate???  

 Deeper initial reading 

 An understanding that lasts 

 Makes an excellent study tool 

 Annotate any text that you must know well or in detail. 

 To produce evidence that supports your knowledge or 

reading, such as a book on which you will be tested.  

 

 **Please note: Simply underlining and highlighting 

  is not annotating. Marginal notes and/or notes on 

  post-its are required.**  

What does annotation look like?  
 


